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Joop Keesmaat, the 2006 winner of the prestigious Louis d'Or award, stars in Hiba Vink's
short fiction film ‘Ode Ober’ (‘Awaiterpraise’).

SYNOPSIS - short

Meet the waiter, eternally supplying perfect strangers with food and drinks. His murmured
maelstrom of acute observations reveals an acquired omniscience regarding his clients’
preferences and character traits. On an otherwise ordinary day, something makes him
ponder the concept of life beyond the doors of the restaurant. ‘Ode Ober’

(‘ Awaiterpraise’) offers a glimpse of the neigh mystical universe of those who wait.

SYNOPSIS - long

The restaurant is ready to receive the evening guests, but the candles haven't been lit yet
and the head waiter is still chewing away on his own meal. He is contemplating the usuall
list of clients that have reserved their tables, when suddenly an unknown young woman
appears in the door opening.

Without further ado, the young woman and some of her friends are guided to their table
by one of the waiter's colleagues. The restaurant is in full swing now and the head waiter is
- quite literally - in more than one place at the same fime.

The group of friends, as well as a quarreling couple and a celebrating family with an
overly loud father, are being mentally dissected by the waiter, while at the same time he
caters to their every whim. The other servants on their part can't seem to fathom their
much older colleague, who practices his frade as if it were some higher form of art. At
some point during the evening 'though, a row at the family's table catches him off guard.
How about quitting his job2 What's there to keep him from walking out the door.. like right
now? And what's this thing with the unknown young woman?
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RESUMES

Hiba Vink: Director, Writer

‘Ode Ober’ director Hiba Vink was bornin 1977 as
granddaughter to famed Dutch stage actor Cor Ruys.
From 1996-1998 she studied Theatre, Film and Television
Sciences at the university of Utrecht and from 2000-2004
Photographic Design at the Royal Academy of Visual
Arts in The Hague.

From December 2005 thru February 2006 she worked as
assistant director to Karim Traidia ('La fiancée polonaise’,
1998) during his work on the theafre production 'Vuurl!'.
From December 2004 until foday she teaches film history
and film theory at the Royal Academy for Visual Arts at
The Hague.

2005, 'Ish', 2 minutes

2008, 'Ode Ober', 9 minutes 16 seconds

Joop Keesmaat: Lead Actor

Actor Joop Keesmaat, the 2006 winner of the prestigious
Dutch Louis d'Or award, plays the lead role in Hiba Vink's
'‘Ode Ober' ('Awaiterpraise'). Keesmaat's stage career is
spanning more than four decades. Next to roles in
'Angels in America’, 'MacBeth' and 'Anna Karenina', it
includes such socially engaged highlights as The Others',
about the persecution of gays during World War ll, Peter
Handke's 'Publikumsbeschimpfung' and lately
'Hersenschimmen' ('Phantasmagoria’), in which he subftly
portrayed a dementing civil servant.

Wouter Westendorp: Director of Photography

From 1996 to 1997 director of photography Wouter
Westendorp started learning the fricks of his frade during
camera classes at the ‘Long Kloof & Six Street’ studios in
Capetown, South Africa. After refining his craftsmanship
in London and The Hague, Westendorp made a portrait
of legendary photographer Anton Corbijn and went on
to work in Montserrat and Bhutan as camera assistant on
the soccer documentary ‘The Other Final’. He was then
hired as camera operator for parts 4 and 5 of Eddy
Terstal's ‘Sekstet’. His work as a director of photography
includes several music videos for producers Keller &
Corbijn, as well as commercials for Heineken, lkeq,
Menzis and the mini-documentary ‘Nike Football’.



DIRECTOR'S NOTES

Chat on the internet (08-26-'04):
‘Went info town for a wonderful
meal. The waiter performed
admirably, the table was laid nicely
and dinner was served in time. In
addition, the waiter took the time
for a casual chat, so | offered him
the choice of either a tip or an ode.
He preferred the ftip’'.

There's a wide array of visual beauty, paired to some measure of absurdity in the waiter’s
universe. If one were 1o secrefly film a waiter's work from atop, the result would no doubt
reveal a beautiful choreography. It's no co-incidence that along with dancers - and
perhaps construction workers - waiters are among those most vulnerable to knee, back,
wrist or ankle injury. Their art is one of non-verbal communication, gestures, mimicry. The
light touching of shoulders during serving and recovering the plates. The improvised
beauty of the occasional juggling act with dishes and glasses; the fleeting tension in the
customer's demeanor, during such moments. Then he shifts focus to the next table, our
waiter. Mentally checking the list of things to do, one by one. Another evening’s worth of
mileage on legs and feet.

But | forgot to mention how it all begins. The serene quiet of a restaurant in stasis. That
sublime peace just before opening hours which inevitably ends with the moment of
putting on the apron, the ceremonious gathering of pen and notebook: the humble
prerequisites for a waiter’s work.

Ah, the waiter. A serving-hatch incarnate. An attention giver at the pinnacle of his art. A
listener, like a crisp new tfowel capable of wiping off in stead of absorbing. And so it should
be, since the work itself requires his uncompromised access to a freasure chest of
observational skills; where next to remnants of countless stories and anecdotes, lies a
compass that forever tells him where he stands. Which enables him to state with authority
and charisma that his guests will be safe here, for the evening.

His profession is an ancient one, the waiter’'s. One with its very own trade secret. An
outdated trade secret, no longer recognized as such. Snowed under and quite possibly
forever lost if it wouldn't have been for our cinematic ode.

| wonder if the penultimate waiter himself is aware that his stance bears testimony to an
immeasurable wisdom. | herewith propose to characterize this waiter as an archetypical
figure with the potential for something which many of us long to retrieve.

For in today’s society - drenched to its very fiber in individuality - we need them like never
before, the subservient ones. And sure enough, a waiter is no individualist. A waiter is silent,
he observes and through his actions provides the wretched rest of us with desired
necessities: food and drink and his talent for being ignored. Behold the waiter’s eternall
dance of modesty and courteousness.

Hiba Vink, October 2005



Production details

Date of Completion
January 2008

Country of Production
the Netherlands

Shooting phase
August 2007

Production Budget
U$ 40,000

Fund Source
Thuiskopiefonds, Pal AV - motion pictures,
NSG Works, crew, sponsors

Technical data

Shooting formats

Super 16mm film

Preview formarts

DVD, PAL, area code: 0

Exhibition formats

35mm film
Digital Betacam, PAL
Betacam SP

Specifications

Exactruntime 00 hr: 09 min: 16 sec
Total reels 1

Print length 265 meters

Print details 25 fps, Color, Stereo
Aspect Ratfio  1.78 (16:9 anamorphic)
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